
  The EYFS 2021        New Changes 2021 
 
The EYFS is the time in your child's life between birth and age 5. The EYFS Framework supports all 
professionals working in reception classes, pre-schools, nursery classes, day nurseries and childminding 
settings. It sets out: The legal welfare requirements to keep your child safe. 
 
 

 The Early Years Foundation is sets standards for the learning, development and care of children from 
birth to five years old. All schools and Ofsted registered early years providers must follow the EYFS 
including child minders, pre-schools, nurseries and school reception classes.  
 
The EYFS framework supports an integrated approach to early learning and care. It gives all 
professionals a set of common principles and commitments to deliver quality early education and 
childcare experiences to all children. 
 
 The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is being reformed and there is a new EYFS framework that all 
schools and settings will have to follow from September 2021. These national changes have been made 
to better support all young children’s learning and development. It is also the aim that the new 
framework will better prepare children for the transition into Key Stage 1. 
 
 There are some elements of the EYFS that have not significantly changed and some that have. Below 
are some of the key points from the new EYFS reforms that include relevant changes which parents, 
carers and children may notice or experience. 
 
 • Staff will be spending less time on large amounts of written observations and assessments for 
evidence collection. This means they can spend more time supporting and engaging with the children 
and their learning and development needs. 
 • Children will no longer be assessed against statements from an age band category. Instead, staff will 
use their experience and knowledge to monitor if a child’s learning and development is on track for their 
age. 
 • The early learning goals at the end of reception have been changed to become clearer and easier to 
understand. Staff will use their judgments to assess if the children have met these goals at the end of 
the EYFS and inform parents and carers. 
 • There is an emphasis on improving children’s language and vocabulary through increasing 
opportunities for conversations, reading of a wide range of books and holding discussions around 
activities in other areas of learning. 
 • Literacy and Numeracy skills focused on in the EYFS have been adapted to better match up with the 
national curriculum that starts in Year 1. 
 • There is no longer an exceeding judgment at the end of reception. Children will instead be challenged 
to have a greater depth and understanding of ideas.  
• Safeguarding and welfare of children is still a priority, with the added mention of teaching children 
about the importance of good oral health and how to keep teeth clean and healthy 
 
Where can I find more information? 
  
Click here to read the Statutory framework for the early years. On the next page are the Early Learning 
Goals which describe the expected level of development in the 17 different areas of learning at the end 
of the Reception year. 



 
 

 
How my child will be learning? 

 Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and demonstrating their understanding 

through 7 areas of learning and development. Children should mostly develop the 3 prime areas first. 

These are: 

 • Communication and language;  

• Physical development;  

• Personal, social and emotional development.  

These prime areas are those most essential for your child’s healthy development and future learning. As 

children grow, the prime areas will help them to develop skills in 4 specific areas. These are: 

 • Literacy; 

 • Mathematics; 

 • Understanding the world;  

• Expressive arts and design. 

 These 7 areas are used to plan your child’s learning. The professionals teaching and supporting your 

child will make sure that the activities are suited to your child’s unique needs. Children in the EYFS learn 

by playing and exploring. Being active, being creative and critical thinking take place both indoors and 

outside.  

Assessments 

Assessments 

Your child's learning will have ongoing assessments including two key assessments: 

The first is when they are between two and three years old and is called a 'progress check'. 

If a child moves between early years providers between the ages of two and three, the progress check would usually be 
done by the early years childcare provider where the child has spent most time. Your early years childcare provider must 
give you a short written summary of your child's development in the three prime areas of learning and development 
when your child is aged between 24 and 36 months.( We will be holding parent chats during the first half term to enable 
us to discuss any concerns that either you have as a parent or that we have as practioners) 

The second is in the final term of the year in which they reach the age of 5 (end of Reception year) using the EYFS Profile. 

This will assess your child's development against 17 early learning goals which are linked to the goals in "Development 
Matters in the Early Years Foundation Stage" between the ages of 40 and 60 months. 



Your child's school or early years provider has to share the results of the profile with you. A copy will also be given to 
your child's Year 1 teacher to help plan activities which meet the stage of their development and learning needs. 

Your early years childcare provider must also make sure your child has enough opportunities to learn and reach a good 
standard in English language during the EYFS. If your child's home language is not English, their early years provider must 
give opportunities for your child to develop and use their home language in play and learning, supporting their language 
development at home. 

If you're worried about your child's progress, talk to your early years childcare provider and together you can agree how 
to support your child. 

 

You can find out more about the Early Years Foundation Stage on the gov.uk website. 

Taken from Surrey Early Years – Parent’s Guide to the Early Years Foundation Stage 

How can I help at home?  

All the fun activities that you do with your child at home are important in supporting their learning and 

development, and have a really long lasting effect on your child’s learning as they progress through 

school. Here are just a few ideas of things you and your child might enjoy. 

 Ideas for developing gross and fine motor control: 

 • Give children time to run, jump, climb and PLAY OUTDOORS! 

 • Encourage children in building, drawing and threading beads. 

 • Let children explore water and sand, filling and emptying containers and introduce language such as 

full and empty.  

• Work on puzzles together. 

 • Painting, finger painting and making big patterns on differently shaped paper - talking about the 

patterns they have made.  

• Painting with water on a wall or a fence.  

• Encourage children to strengthen their fingers by using clay, play dough or Plasticine for modelling.  

• Playing and sorting using tweezers to pick up sequins, buttons or small beads.  

• Sprinkling coloured sand, glitter or salt to make pictures. 

 Ideas for helping socially:  

• Encourage your child to use the toilet independently, wash their hands and get dressed themselves 

especially fastening their coats.  



• Play games that encourage sharing and taking turns, help your child to lose! 

 Ideas for helping with mathematics: 

 • Talk about shapes you see in and around the house. • Compare weights when picking things up and 

model the language heavier/ lighter. • Point out numbers you see in the local environment. • Play board 

games that involve moving a certain amount of steps on, and play with dice and dominoes. • Sing 

counting rhymes. • Handle real coins and play shop. 

 Ideas for helping with language and literacy: 

 • Sing songs and nursery rhymes. • Read regularly to your child and share books together, let your child 

choose the books, talk about the books and find a great place to snuggle up. • Allow your child to see 

you reading for pleasure or writing for a purpose such as making shopping lists or writing birthday cards.  

Ideas for helping with Understanding of the World:  

• Plant seeds or bulbs in a pot or garden patch. • Cook / bake together. • Use the weather – shadows, 

rain puddles, snow, wind, mist and sun – to extend your child’s vocabulary. • Explore the park at a 

different time of the year – go off the beaten track. 


